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STIORS IIISTORY oF THE BIoLGY DEPARITTIENT

Before 1913' biology was_ taught as a part of science and Brgineering.rn FY 1913-14 a Department of siology \ras ii"t"a in the catalog as part ofthe oollege of Letters and science. Dr. E&rard castetter, for whom thepresent Biology Building is nqr narred, came to IJNM as professor and chairruanof the Biology Departnent in 1928. Ttris rdas the first year that grad'atedegrees ltere given' His long tenure as chairrnan, and for nany years also asDean of ttre Graduate school, contLrnred untll he nas appointed as Academicvice-President in the spring of 1956. Dr. wirliam rcosler then served asActing chairrnan for 1956-57 and Dr. Howard Dittner for 1957-5g unti l Dr.Loren Potter was appointed chainnan, a peition he hel,cl from l95g to 1972.Dr' Paur silverman served as chal-rman in 1972-73 and the next year \rasappointed Dean of the Graduate school and rater as vice-president forResearch' Dr' cl ifford crawford was appointed as Acting chairman for 1973-74and as ctrairman from 1974-7a. Dr. Janes Findrey then served as ctrairman from197a-82' Dr' Donald nrszynski lras appointed as chairman in 1gg2 andcurrently occrrpies that position.

The first lrbster of science degree in the Biology Department riras awardedin  1928 '  By  1951  ten  M.s .  deg rees  were  awarded .  rn - l ssz - the  f i - r s t  ph .D .  wasgiven' The number of Ph.D.s awarded were one to three per year untir 1969when the increase in faculty nunbers and adequate emphasis in particularareas of biology resulted in a definite increase in numbers of advanceddegrees' Ttre maximum combined nr.rnber of advanced degrees rdas 29 awardedduring the 1973-74 academic year. The history of M.s. and ph.D. d.egreesawarded and the number of full-t ine equivalent professorial faculty membersfrom 1928 through 1984 is shown in Fig. 1. rn the 66 years from 1928 through1982-83 a totar  of  4a2 graduate degrees,  3g6 M.s.  and 96 ph.D. ,  have beenawarded in Bio logy.

Durinq the first f ive years in which gra,cluate degrees were offered, theDepartment consisted of only two faculty nernbers, then for 1.1 years onlythree' The professorial faculty mernbers and their tenure since 1927 aregiven in Table 1 ' During and shortly after world war rr the number cloubredto six' rt r^tas curing this time that Drs. wilt iam l(oster, Hourard Dittmer,
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Fig. 1 . Hi story of l, l  . S. and Ph. D. degrees awarded since 1927 -29
and mrmber of faculty members in the Biology Department.

and Mart in  F leck,  now al l  Professor  Ener i t i ,  jo ined the facul ty .  In  1951
when the faculty was at seven, the department moved into the Biology BuJ-lding
on YaIe Blvd. There l-ras been a steady gnowth in the number of faculty and
areas of  concentrat . ion of  b io logy s ince 1956.  Pr ior  to  expanding j -nto a new
add. i t ion,  some facul ty  had of f ices in  Marron Hal l .  When we moved into the new
add. i t ion to Bio logy in  1967 the facrr l ty  numbered 15.  The tota l  fac i l i t ies for
Biology were designed to accommodat.e a deparhnent of 24 facul-ty mernbers, their
research and teaching programs,  the necessary research and teaching
assis tants,  technic ians,  and other  s taf f  members.  This number cf  faculLy was
predicted in  a 10-year  per iod.  In  1977 the facul ty  tota l led 2 '7 and three
faculty members had already been moved into the "Biology Annexrr - which hacl
former ly  been the School  of  Pharmacy.  That  ent i re bui ld ing is  s t i l l  used
today as of f ice for  four  facul ty  members,  one c lassroom, and several  research
laborator ies for  the extensive research programs of  Drs.  Cates,  Dahm, 6sz,
and Mol les .  I i l i th  the add. i t ion of  more f  acul ty  to a tobal  of  30,  a l l
fac i l i t ies have becotre very crowded and many adjustments of  space have been
made.  Adjustments have been made pr inc ipal ly  in  response to the grreat ly
expanded research act iv i . t ies of  the rnajor i ty  of  facul ty  members.  once again,
facul ty  members soon .may be houseC in Marron I {a l - I ,  which is  an apparent  s ign
that  another  addi t ion to the Bio logy Bui ld ing must  be in  the of f ing.
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Please assist us and your colleagues by providing to us any information
about the foll*ring UNM M.S. and Ph.D. biology grad.uates for whom v/e have no
correct  add.resses:

192A-29 MS Longnecker, KarI P.
1931-32 MS Hough,  Vera A.
1932-33 MS Henry,  Harr i -et  P.

MS Russel l ,  Paul
1936-37 lls Blakely, Garth
1937-38 MS Johnson,  Avis  D.

MS Short le ,  Al ice
1938-39 MS Harra l l ,  Richard E.

I\,1S Norris, Theodore
1939-40 MS Bretney,  Por tuz

MS Gordon,  Mol l ie ,  E.
1940-41 MS Haddad,  E.  S.

MS Snyder,  Ever t  A.
1945-46 MS Johns,  Mary E.
194A-49 MS Reinhart, Justin H.

MS Sumre1l ,  Fred
1949-50 MS Watkyns,  Roger S.

MS Wi11 iams ,  Le l i a  A .
1951-52 t ls  Armstrong,  El izabeth

MS Ft j - tz ,  Lol i ta  H.
l '1S Goeke, E. Louis

1952-53 MS Clawson,  David L.
1953-54 MS Lindl ro lm,  Astr id
1954-55 l {S Torgerson,  Don L.
1 9 5 5 - 5 6  M S  B o l s t e r l i l  J o a n  E .
1956 -57  MS Par rack ,  Duane  W.
1958-59 MS Romero,  Emma
1961-62 MS Doirner ,  Vi rden A.
1962-63 MS ShepparC,  Frances V.
1963-54 MS Federer ,  Susan M.

l, ls I ' layes, Mary G.
1964-65 IqS Flory, I i largaret

l "1S Sta lheim, Id i l l iam
1965-66 MS Cosbi l lo ,  Modesto De1
1967-68 lj ls Githiaga, Hitchinson

l,1S Robertson, Charles
MS Saf ford,  Cather ine Harroun
l4S l^Ieeks, Kenneth

MS Di l lon,  Kath leen S.
l4S Fin lay,  Jean S.
MS Mitchell, Kabbyr Jr.
t ls Naberezny, Thomas
PhD Pi lcher ,  Ben
MS Posedly,  Mar lene
MS Rubinson, Sidney
MS Wenzel ,  Wal ter  J .
l4S Albrecht, Steve
PhD Brockett, Royce
MS Dovr, Richard
l4S Hewi t t ,  Char les H. ,  Jr .
MS Jeung,  Al ic ia

(Mrs .  M i l l e r )
MS Lee ,  James  A . ,  J r .
MS Nelson,  Robert  L.
MS Li ,  Chingthang
MS Ruby, Jean
MS Standi ford,  Donald R.
PhD Al<lridge, Robert
MS Beckwith, Raana Azad
MS Dorrington, Michael L.
MS Fi f ie ld,  Lynn F.
MS Brenowitz e Gene
MS . fackson,  Shel ton,  R.
li ls Jones, Judy L.
MS Mark, Graham
l4S Pache, Peter
l4S Secatore,  Robert  J .
l4S I{cKe e, Paul A.
MS Pavl icek,  Kenneth A.
i\4S Srikantaiah, Radha
MS CoIe,  Donna
MS Dudley,  Robert  E.
PhD Mortensen,  Kim
MS Harr is ,  Jerod
l,1S l,letmore, Donna
MS Youngo Susan A-
MS Simpson,  Gary
l4S Schiefer ,  Gregory E.
MS Pair ,  Randal l

1  968 -69

197 0-7 1

1 9 7 ' , t - 7 2
1972-73

1973-7 4

197 4-75

1 9 7 6 - 7 7

1 9 7 7  - 7 A

197A-79

1 9 8 0 - 8 1
19BFA2
1  982  -83

THE BIOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF NEW MEXICO

The B io log ,y  Deparbnent  and the  Un ivers i ty  have in  recent .  years  su f fe red  under
the  dua l  ce tns  t r :a in ts  o f  inc reas ing  needs and cos  Ls  o f  opera t . ion  wh j , . le
ap.oropriat ir>ns ha-re noL kept pace" Al i :hougl-r Lhe research ar:t . ivi ty in the
Depar t tnent  has  cont inued to  expand and the  sc ien t i f i c  p roducL iv i ty  i s  t ru ly



outstanding,  there are nrany areas of  teaching and research for  which there is  a
lack of  f iscal  resources,  but  which are needed to at ta in the type of  excel lence
for  which we are st r iv ing.  For  example,  unless research f rmds are avai lable,
facul ty  wishing to present  a sc ient i f ic  paper at  a nat ional  meet ing are l imi ted to
univers i ty  support  for  one meet ing per  year  at  608 of  a i r  fare and no per  d iem.
Some alumni have asked how they nay support the increased excellence in biologi-cal
educat ion and research.  To make th is  possib le,  The Bio logical  Society of  New
Mexico has been forned.

A. orgSgie4gg'

The Bio logical  Society of  New l4exico has been establ ished in 1984 as a
tax-exempt organization under the New Mexico Nonprofit Corporation Act and the
Uni ted States Internal  Revenue Code.  l lhe object  of  the Society is  to  establ ish
and maintain endowments, trusts, and found.ations and to adrninister grants and
other  funds,  a l l  for  the purposes of  encouraging,  foster ing,  and pursuing the
greatest degree of excellence in education in the Department of Biology at Trhe
University of New Mexico. Such purposes shall be pursued directly through
sponsorship of educational- programs, through support of edr,rcation-relat.ed
research,  and any other  act iv i t ies,  academic processes or  programs to benef i t  the
pr imary goal  of  excel lence of  b io logical  sc ience at  The Univers i ty  of  New Mexico.

The Society is  author ized to receive,  d isburse,  and adminis ter  funds,  grants,
s t ipends,  honorar ia,  property ,  or  any other  in terests for  educat ional  purposes.
Tax-exempt g i f ts  may be g iven wi th designat ion to be used for  speci f ic  purposes,
e.g.  t  s tudent  fe l lowships,  research sup;nr t ,  or  whatever ,  as long as the purpose
f i ts  the object ives of  pr : rsu ing excel lence in b io logical  educat ion and research at
UNf4.  The funds wi l l  be adminis tered by the Board of  Di rectors under the laws of
New Mexico governing non-profit corporations and the federal laws governing
tax-exempt educatonal  organizat ions as approved by the U.S.  Internal  Revenue
Se rv ice.

B.  Act iv i t ies wi- l l  inc lude:

1"  Student  Recrui tment :  The Society wi l l  ar range for  and pay par t  of
the cost ,  as funds are avai lable,  for  se lected,  h iqh cal iber  appl icants for
Teaching and Research Assis tantships to r r is i t  the Department  of  Bio logy,  UNM.

2. Graduate Student Support: To recoginize hiqh achievelnent and
scholarship,  cer ta in scholarships and, /or  research fe l lowships lv i l l  be funded by
the Society.  we have a l ready star ted a program of  recognr i t ion of  teaching
excel lence amonq Teaching Assis tants.  Funds for  a cash award are neede<1.

3 "  Cont inuing Educat ion and Professional  Stature:  As funds are
avai lable and as approved by the Society,  ass is tance wi l l  be g iven,  where money is
not  otherwise avai lable,  for  graduate students and facul ty  to at tend
professional  sern lnars and symposia to del iver  papers on thej - r  research
ac t i v i t i es .

4.  Local  Serninars and Symposia:  Funds may be a l locat .ed to sponsor
serninars and symposia in  Albuquerque to at t ract  nat ional  at tent ion to UNM and t -he
Bio loqy Department .



5.  Newslet ter :  The Society wi l l  publ ish a Newslet ter  which wi l l  be
made avai lable to a l l  gnaduate students,  past  and present ,  and to selected
persons of the public who ftry be interested. in joining and supporting our
Soc ie t y .

6.  Designated Uses:  As contr ibut ions are received to improve the
caliber of biolog"ical education and research some of these may be for
designated teaching areas,  research pro jects,  awards t  o t  specia l ized
equipment. Fr:nds wil l be so eatinarked and used for that purpose.

c. M9g!9!9Bps_

'1 .  Any person contr i -but ing an annual  fee,  on a calendar year  basis ,
of  $15 or  more is  appointed a member of  the Society and wi l l  receive the
Newslet ter .  As wi th nembership in  a l l  professional  societ ies th is  is  a tax
deduct ion.

2. Any person or organization contributing a lump sum of one
thousand dollars or more is appointed a Patron of the Society. Patrons are
ent i t led to membershi -p benef i ts  for  l i fe  and wi l l  receive a Cert i f icate of
Patronage. Anyone contributing ten-thousand dollars or nrore wil l be
considered.  a "Patron Saint ' !  o f  the Society.

3.  A11 memberships and contr ibut ions are tax exenpt .
4. Please mail memberships and contributions by check payable to

"The Bio logical  Society of  New Mexico"  to:

Secretary-Treasurer ,  Bio logical
Biology DepartmenL
The University of New Mexico
Albuquerque,  New Mexico 8713' l

Society of New Mexico

The next  Newslet ter  wi l l  inc lude a suminary of  the current  facul ty
thei r  research act iv i t ies p lus a summary of  the 1984 calendar year  f rom
departmental chairman.

Name UNM Deqree Year Other  Degrees

Current ,  mai l ing address

Current  occupat ion

Other  act iv i t ies

and

the

Enc losed check  $
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