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Academic dishonesty is a violation of the UNM Student Code of Conduct. Academic dishonesty as defined by this code, includes, but is not limited to: "dishonesty in quizzes, tests or assignments; claiming credit for work not done or done by others; hindering the academic work of other students; misrepresenting academic or professional qualifications within or without the University; and nondisclosure or misrepresentation in filling out applications or other University records." Plagiarism is one form of academic dishonesty that can be abused in many different ways. However, among biology students, it is often unintentional. In order to keep plagiarism out of the biology labs, it is important that students understand just how serious it is, how to avoid it, and what the repercussions are when it happens.

Plagiarism occurs when someone takes an original piece of work or an idea/concept, and allows others to believe it is their own. In science labs, plagiarism offenses include several examples. Unintentional plagiarism can be as minor as failing to cite an author for an idea incorporated into a student's work, or as involved as cutting and pasting paragraphs from different websites and including them in a scientific analysis. Another instance of unintentional plagiarism is poor paraphrasing. Unfortunately, the line between plagiarism and paraphrasing is very fine. However, these unintentional mistakes are no excuse for academic dishonesty. If you are ever in doubt, cite the idea you are using! Some excellent websites on plagiarism and citation are given at the end of this document.   
Plagiarism, unfortunately, can often be quite intentional. These offenses also include copying, or paraphrasing someone else’s work without a citation. On the extreme end of the spectrum, intentional plagiarism occurs when a student turns in a paper that was entirely downloaded from the internet. BE WARNED! The internet, which is the very force that makes 
plagiarism tempting and easily available to some students, also makes its detection effortless.  Most instructors can locate the source of suspected plagiarism within a few minutes of searching the web (and they do search!).
The UNM Introductory Biology Labs policy on plagiarism is one of zero tolerance. All forms of plagiarism, whether intentional or not, will be treated with equal severity. If you are caught plagiarizing on any assignment or exam, you will receive a zero for the portion of the assignment that was plagiarized. Therefore, it is the student’s responsibility to properly cite the author(s) of any idea/concept that is not your own. If you ever have doubts, consult your instructor.

It is also important to note that all parties to plagiarism are considered to be equally guilty. When you share your coursework with another student, if he or she copies it (i.e., plagiarizes it), then you will be considered just as guilty. This is because you allowed the plagiarism to take place. Under no circumstances should a student make their coursework available to another student, unless the instructor gives explicit permission for this to happen. There are always going to be some students that will take advantage of innocent generosity, and you could unknowingly find yourself being questioned as an accomplice to plagiarism. 

Plagiarism is a very serious offense, and the instructors in the Biology department are well informed on how to prove an assignment, or an exam, has been plagiarized. Therefore, do not take a risk with your grade, or your education. 
Various websites on plagiarism and how to properly use citations:

· http://owl.english.purdue.edu/owl/resource/589/02/
· http://gervaseprograms.georgetown.edu/hc/plagiarism.html

· http://www.bridgewater.edu/WritingCenter/plagiarism_def.htm
· http://www.turnitin.com/research_site/e_what_is_plagiarism.html
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student code of conduct as set forth by the UNM Student Code of Conduct and the Biology Department.

________________________________

________________________________

Student/Date

Instructor/Date

________________________________

________________________________

Class/Section

Lab Coordinator/Date


