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WHEREAS, ONLY A VERY SMALL PERCENTAGE OF ALL UNIVERSITY FACULTY MEMBERS ARE
WOMEN OF COLOR, AND THIS LACK OF REPRESENTATION IS FELT MOST STRONGLY IN THE SCIENCES,
ENGINEERING AND THE PROFESSIONAL SCHOOLS; AND

WHEREAS, WOMEN FACULTY MEMBERS OF COLOR ARE IMPORTANT ROLE MODELS FOR THE
STUDENTS OF NEW MEXICO; AND

WHEREAS, CHRISTINE ZUNI CRUZ WAS THE FIRST PUEBLO WOMAN TO BECOME A TENURED LAW
PROFESSOR IN THE UNITED STATES; AND

WHERFAS, THE LACK OF FACULTY MEMBERS IS PARTICULARLY GRAVE IN THE SCIENCES AND
ENGINEERING WHERE ONLY 0.15% OF FULL PROFESSORS IN THE US ARE WOMEN OF COLOR; AND

WHEREAS, MAGGIE WERNER-WASHBURNE, RECENTLY CHOSEN AS ONE OF THE TOP 9 LATINA
SCIENTISTSIN THE US BY THE AMERICAN ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF SCIENCE, SHE WAS
ALSO THE FIRST HISPANIC WOMAN SCIENTIST TO REACH THE RANK OF PROFESSOR IN THE SCIENCES
AND ENGINEERING AT UNM MAIN CAMPUS AND ONE OF A HANDFUL OF WOMEN OF COLOR TO REACH
THIS LEVEL IN THE SCIENCES IN NEW MEXICO; AND

WHEREAS, NEW MEXICO RANKS APPROXIMATELY 1ITH AND 15TH IN TRAINING NATIVE
AMERICAN AND HISPANIC UNDERGRADUATES WHO GO ON TO RECEIVE GRADUATE DEGREES; AND

WHEREAS NEW MEXICO IS COMMITTED TO RETAINING AND INCREASING THE NUMBERS OF
WOMEN FACULTY MEMBERS OF COLOR IN ALL AREAS OF HIGHER EDUCATION - ESPECIALLY IN
ENGINEERING AND THE SCIENCES; AND

WHEREAS, WOMEN FACULTY MEMBERS OF COLOR FURTHER THE DEVELOPMENT OF THEIR
STUDENTS AND CONSEQUENTLY THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO THROUGH RESEARCH, TEACHING,
MENTORING AND OUTREACH; AND

WHEREAS, WOMEN OF COLOR AT EVERY LEVEL OF ACADEMIA ENRICH THE RESOURCES OF
UNIVERSITY FACULTY BY BRINGING NEW PERSPECTIVES TO OUR EDUCATIONAL SYSTEM;

NOW, THEREFORE, BEIT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF
THE STATE OF NEW MEXICO THAT MARCH 11, 2003 BE DESIGNATED AS "WOMEN OF COLOR IN
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